FREE GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
VERNON, BC 


E p = In 2012 two families who wanted to see a Christ-centred, 
reformed witness in Vernon; all about the gospel; living it 
out in their lives and relationships; sharing it with those 
around them. Pastors Dave and Erol gathered some 
like-minded families to study God’s Word and fellowship 
together. In the fall of 2012 they began meeting for 
Sunday 
worship. Led 
by these two bi- 
vocational 
pastors the 
church quickly grew to about 80 people, many of whom remain 
10 years later. Today there is a healthy core of about 50 
people aging from 6 months to late 60s. They are generous 
with their finances and time; a warm, friendly, welcoming 
group, many of whom are actively involved in engaging with 
friends and neighbours with the gospel. While this is a 
revitalization work the church is blessed with members who are 
excited about the gospel, active in sharing their faith, and 
serving one another and those in the community. 


In the Fall of 2022, Dave and Erol felt that in order to not merely stay afloat but to move ahead and grow 
again, they needed someone who could give full time attention to equipping and discipling the flock, as 
well as outreach. In January 2023, Free Grace called lan Crooks to become their first full time pastor. 
The church believes that they have found in lan a very good fit for these tasks. lan has a shepherd’s 
heart, while also having a proven track record of equipping people for outreach and discipleship that 
results in both spiritual as well as numerical growth. The 
church is excited about having lan join their leadership team. 
In fact, over the past month 7 new members have been 
added, 5 of whom were long-time attenders. A big challenge 
for the church will be funding. Without question this is a big 
step of faith both for lan and the church. Up until now Free 
Grace has always been able to be self-supporting (never 
receiving any outside funding) but that is mainly due to the fact 
that Pastor Dave has been a bi-vocational pastor. The church 
is going to need to increase their budget by at least ’% to 
support a full time pastor. The session will be working with lan 


to raise funds both for his salary, as well as for the work they believe God is calling them to do in Vernon 
and the Okanagan Valley. Recently the church has also called Pastor Dave to be the associate pastor. 
For the time being, he will serve the church without collecting a salary. 


The church is also excited about the possibilities for the future in terms of church planting in the 
Okanagan Valley. Like most places in Canada, the Okanagan has experienced a significant decline in 
church attendance over the past few decades. Kelowna, which is only 45 minutes from Vernon, is the 
fastest growing city in Canada according to Statistics Canada. It is also among the top 5 of the least 
churched cities in Canada. There are very few gospel centred churches, and fewer still Reformed 
churches in the Okanagan Valley. Free Grace is the only PCA church between Langley and 
Calgary. Vernon is in a strategic location towards reaching the entire Okanagan Valley which consists 
of just under 400 000. The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few indeed. 


Vernon is located in the Okanagan Valley in the interior 
BC. It is a place of great natural beauty making it a very 
popular vacation destination. It is known for its skiing in the 
winter, water sports, camping and fishing in the summer. It 
would be accurate to say that recreation is the regional 
“god” in the Okanagan valley. 


Church population has been in steady decline over the past 
20 years. The population of the city of Vernon is estimated 
to be 43,315 (2019). The population of Greater Vernon is 
estimated to be 67,086 (2021). 


Vernon experiences much homelessness, poverty, addiction, abuse with more than 22 deaths by drug 
overdose in 2022. Currently the Upper Room Mission serves 50,000 meals per year. 


As a church, we aspire to see: 
e 1000s come to faith 
e Churches planted throughout the valley 
e Every person within reach of a vibrant, gospel proclaiming church 


Please be praying: 
e That the funds we need would come in (internally and externally) 
e That the Crooks’ would find suitable housing in Vernon. lan & Rhoda plan to move to Vernon at 
the end of May and lan starts work at Free Grace June 1st 
e For the pastoral transition to go smoothly 
e That Free Grace would enjoy unity and grow under lan’s leadership 
e That we would have clarity regarding future outreach and church planting 
e For clarity as to what the Lord would have for Pastor Dave in this next stage of life and ministry 


You can follow our progress and support our work at GraceOkanagan.ca 


